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Key Issues

*IDP and Refugees
*Iraqi IDPs and Refugees movements (Pre and post 2003)

*Samarra’s bombings, 22 February 2006

*What are they fleeing from and where are they going?
*Situation and needs of Iraqi IDPs
*Who is supporting Iraqi IDPs?

*How the UN and NGOs work in Iraq

*Returns and risks of premature returns
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Some facts on Iraqi IDPs

Source: IDP W.G. Updates on Displacement (December 2007 – March 2008)
• It is estimated that over 2.77 million people are currently displaced inside Iraq as of 20

March 2008. Of these, 1.2 million were displaced before 2006 and more than 1.5 million

were displaced in 2006 and 2007; less than 1% was displaced in 2008.

• While the majority of Pre-2006 IDPs were displaced in the three Northern Governorates

(53%) and in the South (33%), 58% of Post-2006 IDPs are displaced in the six Central

Governorates, 27% in the South and 15% in the three Northern Governorates.

• More than 560,000 IDPs are living in Baghdad Governorate. 40% of surveyed IDPs in

Baghdad have fled due to direct threats and forced eviction from their property, while

between 10% and 17% have fled due to generalized violence and fear.

• At present, large-scale return movements have not been noted. Actual numbers of IDP and

refugee returnees are currently uncertain. According to the latest figures released by

MoDM, nearly 6,000 IDP families have returned so far (2% of Post-2006 IDPs) and

approximately 45,000 individuals have returned from Syria in 2007.The actual numbers are

likely higher. Unfortunately, the conditions of IDPs have not improved significantly as a result of the improved security situation in some areas of central Iraq. In many cases return becomes secondary displacement.

• Returnees mostly return to those neighbourhoods/districts/governorates under control of

members of their sect. To date, only a few families returned to areas under control of

another sect. No members of minority groups (e.g., Christians, Sabaean-Mandaeans and

Yazidis) have been reported to be among the returnees.

• More than 800,000 IDPs (70%) highlight their need for food and adequate shelter. About

250,000 individuals (20%) need improved access to water and legal aid.

• A high percentage of IDPs as well as members of the host community continue to have no

regular access to the PDS distribution. 

• 80% of the IDPs in the South (more than 300,000 individuals), as well as more than 50% of

IDPs in the Centre and North (more than 400,000 individuals) identify better access to

income as their top priority.

• The primary type of assistance provided to IDPs has mainly consisted of the provision of

food, healthcare and Non-Food Items. 60% of surveyed IDP families (around 500,000

individuals) received food items, 48% (around 400,000 individuals) received NFIs and 11%

(nearly 100,000 individuals) received assistance in the form of healthcare.

• The analysis of the data of this survey clearly indicates that a large part of the families

received support from the Iraqi population, in the form of host families and relatives.

Iraqi aid workers put their lives on the line

17 Apr 2007

Source: AlertNet

By Greg Hansen
As the United Nations calls for help for 4 million displaced Iraqis, researcher Greg Hansen describes the risks faced by the aid workers trying to help them. 

I just got off the phone with an Iraqi friend in Baghdad. Ahmed works for a humanitarian NGO. For the past couple of days he's been trying awfully hard to be invisible as he wends his way around car bombs and checkpoints to organise emergency assistance for the stricken and divided neighbourhoods of his beloved city. 

Even with a young family at home and excellent prospects abroad, Ahmed has decided to stay on in Baghdad, helping where he can to alleviate the suffering when the bombs go off, troops and insurgents open fire, or militias come calling in the night. "I am ready to go to Paradise," he says. 

For the most part, the people in Ahmed's neighbourhoods aren't internally displaced persons. Mostly they're internally stuck, fearful of leaving their homes to go to the market, clinic, pharmacy, or school down the street. 

Of course, many of Ahmed's own neighbours with the means to get out have fled, or are making just-in-case plans to leave. And who wouldn't, when lack of access to such basic needs as food, clean water, medical care and protection stretch a family's coping mechanisms past the limit? 

Ahmed works alone most of the time. In the current climate of pervasive mistrust and danger, the organisation that employs him has difficulty finding him an assistant. Such is the fear and loathing in Iraq that an aid worker's affiliations and motives are met with acute suspicion. And he works on a shoestring budget that limits his activity and inflicts a tyranny of small economies, increasing the likelihood that he will be killed. 

Despite this, there are quite a few Iraqis like Ahmed. His organisation is one of several, along with the Iraqi Red Crescent and International Committee of the Red Cross, that have adapted and re-adapted their modus operandi as security has gotten worse and as donor support has dwindled. 

What a difference a few years makes. Back in late 2002, the United Nations issued a flash appeal for $193 million to prepare for a humanitarian emergency that might have happened. A few months later, another flash appeal asked for $2.2 billion for 6 months. But now? Even for organisations trying to save lives right now, it's often hard just to keep the lights on. 

DOUBLE STANDARDS 

Donors have been slow to acknowledge and respond to the growing humanitarian emergency in Iraq. For many of them, doing so would be an admission of failure of their investment of careless billions into their Iraq reconstruction and nation-building project. With consummate irony, they raise doubts about the operationality of aid organisations like Ahmed's, as if the cloistered Iraqi government or some opportunistic war profiteer had better access to communities in need and a better feel for conditions on the ground. 

Donors impose a shocking double standard, insisting on far greater accountability standards on spending for life-saving humanitarian action than for ridiculous rebuilding schemes hatched in the hothouse of the Green Zone, the place where accountability goes to die. 

Donor credibility is on the line, among Iraqis and globally. As a senior donor representative in Baghdad told me a few years ago: "The world is full of lies but the lies themselves don't know they're lies because they're the children of lies and the grandchildren of lies." 

An international aid worker colleague puts the current dilemma this way: "Donors repeatedly complain that the quality of information available about basic needs in Iraq is not good enough. And for that reason we do nothing? When traditional needs assessments are impossible due to insecurity and mobility problems, how rigorous does the data need to be? How rigorous was it in April 2003? When, if ever, will the start button get pushed?" 

Ahmed and his colleagues and the Iraqi population deserve far better than this. They need to start feeling that the world is behind them now. The U.N.'s newfound impetus toward a renewed framework for humanitarian action in Iraq provides a solid point of departure for fixing Iraq's broken life-support systems. It's a remarkable step forward for an organisation that has been deeply chastened by its previous, fatally politicized attempts to assist and protect Iraqis. 

This week's UNHCR Iraq conference in Geneva will call attention to the plight of the displaced and refugees. And hopefully, along the way, Ahmed's neighbours and the rest of Iraq's internally stuck won't get lost in the discussion. 

Here's some advice for donors in the coming weeks and months. As you listen to the presentations and sort through the reams of statements and proposals crossing your desks, take a minute. Spare a thought for Ahmed. 
Greg Hansen is a Canadian aid worker and researcher currently based in Amman, Jordan. Hansen and a team of Iraqis have conducted a study on perceptions of humanitarian action in Iraq for the Humanitarian Agenda: 2015 project of the Feinstein International Center, Tufts University. 
Resources:

*www.reliefweb.int

*IDP W.G. bimonthly Update on Displacement (Previously issued by Cluster F): the latest to be issued is available at: http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/SHIG-7D6DBL?OpenDocument 
*Addendum to UNHCR's Eligibility Guidelines for Assessing the International Protection Needs of Iraqi Asylum-seekers, December 2007, available at: http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=4766a69d2&page=search 
*NGOs Coordination Committee in Iraq (NCCI) Weekly Highlight and 6 Briefing Papers on operationality, available at http://www.ncciraq.org
*G. Hansen, Taking Sides or Saving Lives: Existential Choices for the Humanitarian Enterprise in Iraq, available at http://fic.tufts.edu/downloads/HA2015IraqCountryStudy.pdf *UNAMI Human Rights Office, Human Rights Reports, available at: http://www.uniraq.org/aboutus/HR.asp 
*International Crisis Group Reports on Iraq available at http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm? 
*Brookings-Bern Project on Internal Displacement, available at www.internal-displacement.org 
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