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Oral Statement to the 55th Session of the UN Human Rights Council from Lawyers’ Rights Watch 

Canada (LRWC), NGO in special consultative status, endorsed by Peacemakers Trust, NGO 

without consultative status  

 

Canada: Accede to and implement the International Convention for the Protection of All 

Persons from Enforced Disappearance  

 

Mr. President,  

 

Lawyers’ Rights Watch Canada, with endorsement by Peacemakers Trust, regret that Canada does 

not support recommendations to accede to the Convention for the Protection of all Persons from 

Enforced Disappearance, but we welcome its stated intention to prioritize accession to this treaty.1 

 

Enforced disappearances, whether prolonged or short-term, are grave violations of peremptory 

norms of customary law affecting people in over 85 countries, including numerous human rights 

lawyers and defenders.2 Enforced disappearance places victims outside all protection of the law, 

depriving them of all other rights including rights to legal representation, access to courts, and 

potentially even the right to life.3  

 

The Secretary General and the General Assembly continually call on all States for progress toward 

universal ratification.4 Canada has urged other countries to join the Convention or adopt legislation 

to criminalize enforced disappearances5 but has not yet done so itself.  

 

Over decades, Canada has allowed impunity of Canadian officials in incidents of enforced 

disappearance.6 Canada has apologized and compensated some victims of overseas enforced 

disappearances, but no Canadian official has been held accountable for enforced disappearances 

abroad or at home.  

 

UN treaty bodies have expressed concern about Canada’s longstanding delays in remedying 

disappearances of Indigenous women, children, and men in Canada.7 These failures have led to 

suggestions of Canada’s acquiescence in prolonged or short-term enforced disappearances.”8  

 

We urge that Canada:  

▪ Expedite accession to the Convention on Enforced Disappearance;  

▪ Ensure that enforced disappearance is made a stand-alone criminal offence in compliance with 

the Convention; and   

▪ Ensure effective investigation and accountability for all potentially unlawful deaths or 

disappearances, in accordance with the Minnesota Protocol.  

Thank you. 
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